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There is no “Project of Fun.” There are no kick-
off meetings, schedules, deliverables, milestones or 
deadlines for fun. This is to say that the state of “sincere 
fun” is completely irregular, inconsistent, involuntary, 
spontaneous and that we lose it, as we find it, by accident.

Architecture—accept it—is deliberate, intentional, 
precise. Architecture is a project. There is no such thing 
as spontaneous architecture. Architecture is by design. 
Which means that practicing architecture is not, and 
never will be fun; which doesn’t mean the practice of 
architecture cannot be enjoyable. But in order to enjoy 
architecture, you need to want it.

Architecture is a lot of work and is a nasty affair. It has 
little to do with pleasure. But it can contribute to create 
the conditions for its experience. By others. Indeed, 
the architect is to architecture as the poet is to poetry. 
According to French poet Paul Valéry, “a poet function is 
not to experience the poetic state: that is a private affair. 
His role is to create it in others. The poet is recognised 
—or at least everyone recognises his own poet—by the 
simple fact that he causes the reader to become inspired. 
Positively speaking, inspiration is a graceful attribute 
with which the reader endows the poet. By the simple 
fact that he causes the reader to become inspired.”1

Poetry is made of words, not of ideas.
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1. Paul Valéry, Poetry and Abstract Thought, in 

The Art of Poetry (trans. Denise Folliot), Princeton 

University Press, New Jersey 1958.

Opposite image : Cover of Rolling Stone magazine #361, 
January, 1982.




